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Columbia Orchestra & Jazz Band 2021-2022 Season 

The Columbia Orchestra at Jim Rouse Theatre 

Comeback Concert:  October 16, 2021, 7:30 pm 

  Julietta Curenton, flute 

 Rimsky-Korsakov:  Capriccio Espagnol  –  James Lee III:  Niiji Memories, world premiere 

 Beethoven:  Symphony No. 7 

The Planets:  December 4, 2021, 7:30 pm 
  Lea Inger and Shaily Pal, vocalists  

 Vaughan-Williams:  Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis  –  Holst:  The Planets 

 Esmail:  Meri Sakhi Ki Avaaz (My Sister’s Voice) 

Family Holiday Concert:  December 18, 2021, 10:30 am & 1:00 pm 
  Jay Frisby, vocalist  

 Diverse holiday music for the whole family, with Dance Connections  

Symphonic Pops:  March 13, 2022, 7:30 pm / March 13, 2022, 3:00 pm 
  Cynthia Renée, vocalist  

 Favorites from Broadway, the Silver Screen, and light classical music  

The Pines of Rome:  March 26, 2022, 7:30 pm 
  Sheng-Tsung Wang, violin  /  Charlaine Prescott, cello  

 Zhou Long:  Rhyme of Taigu  –  Brahms:  Double Concerto for Violin & Cello 

 Respighi:  Pines of Rome 

Mahler’s First:  May 21, 2022, 7:30 pm 
  2020 Young Artist Competition winners 

 Ortiz:  Antrópolis  –  Mahler:  Symphony No. 1 

The Columbia Orchestra in the Community 

Chamber Concert at Glenelg United Methodist Church:  April 3, 3:00 pm 
 Music by Francis Poulenc, Robert Schumann, Brian Raphael Nabors, and Florence Price 

The Columbia Orchestra at St. Louis Catholic Church:  June 12, 2022, 4:00 pm 
 Vaughan Williams’ Dona Noblis Pacem, along with music by Gustav Holst and C. H. H. Parry 

“Heroes in Healthcare” Pops Concert:  June 22, 2022, 6:30 pm 
A Symphonic Pops Concert at Merriweather Post Pavilion as part of Howard County General 

Hospital’s “Heroes in Health Care” celebration 

Columbia Jazz Band Concerts 

CJB:  Live at the Chrysalis:  August 8, 2021, 5:00 pm 
Free concert at the Chrysalis, featuring Glenn Miller's "Moonlight Serenade," George 

Gershwin's "Summertime," Duke Ellington's "It Don't Mean a Thing," and more! 

True Blue Jazz:  October 16, 2021, 2:30 pm 
 Part of the True Blue Jazz Festival at the Rehoboth Beach Fire Department 

A Musical Tribute to the USO:  November 7, 2021, 2:30 pm 
 Veteran’s Day Concert at Slayton House, Wilde Lake Village Center, Columbia 

Salute to the Duke:  April 1, 2022, 7:30 pm 
 Hits by Duke Ellington, including Take the A Train, It Don't Mean a Thing, and Mood Indigo 

Celebrating the Music of the Great Big Bands:  May 30, 2022, 7:00 pm 
 Music at the Chrysalis from the bands of Count Basie, Duke Ellington, and Woody Herman 

Jazz at the Lakefront:  June 12, 2022, 4:30 pm 
 The CJB’s annual performance at the Columbia Festival for the Arts Lakefest Weekend 
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Julietta Curenton, soloist for 
James Lee III’s Niiji Memories 

 
The Columbia Jazz Band performing 

at the Chrysalis 

 

 

 
 

Highlights of the Season 

 The 2021-2022 Seasons of the Columbia Orchestra and of the Columbia Jazz Band 

were ones of rebuilding after a pandemic-influenced 2021-2022 Season that was conducted 

largely through streaming and outdoor concerts.  Starting in October 2021, the Orchestra 

returned to the Rouse Theatre concert hall to open an in-

person season that included four classical orchestral 

concerts, a symphonic pops concert, and a family holiday 

concert, all at the Orchestra’s Rouse Theatre home.  The 

classical concerts were also recorded to allow patrons who 

were not yet ready to return to the concert hall the ability  

to stream the programs in their own homes.  The Columbia 

Jazz Band presented two indoor ticketed concerts along 

with several outdoor performances.  The season showed 

every sign of returning to pre-pandemic form. 

Our four classical orchestral concerts featured works ranging from Beethoven’s 

Symphony No. 7 to Respighi’s Pines of Rome to Zhou Long’s The Rhyme of Taigu.  The 

Orchestra also presented the world premiere of James Lee III’s Niiji Memories, a work 

commissioned by the Orchestra, featuring flute soloist Julietta 

Curenton. A chamber concert was presented in April 2022, a 

choral concert with the St. Louis Catholic Church was 

performed in June 2022, and the Orchestra ended its season with 

a pops program at Merriweather Post Pavilion as part of Howard 

County General Hospital’s “Heroes in Health Care” fundraiser.  

The Orchestra’s music education activities included a new 

initiative in which teaching artists visited two local Howard 

County Title 1 schools to 

provide individual and group 

instrumental instruction.  Other 

education activities included 

pre-concert lectures, an open 

rehearsal, and performances with the Orchestra by the 

Orchestra’s 2020 Young Artist Competition winners.   

This annual report details the Columbia Orchestra 

and Jazz Band’s achievements during the 2021-2022 season, 

along with a preview of our exciting programs for the 2022-2023 Season. We hope you had 

the opportunity to join us at some of these performances, either in-person or through 

streaming, and we look forward to seeing you at our upcoming classical and jazz concerts. 

Melissa Sandlin 

President, Board of Directors 

The Columbia Orchestra 

 
Music Director Jason Love conducting 

the Columbia Orchestra 
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Sheng-Tsung Wang, violin 

soloist in the Brahms 
Double Concerto 

 

Composer James Lee III 

Pursuing the Mission 

 

The Columbia Orchestra’s 2021-2022 Season included four classical orchestral 

concerts, a Family Holiday concert, a Symphonic Pops concert, a chamber music concert, and 

educational programs.  In addition, the Orchestra performed two contracted service concerts 

during the season:  a choral concert with the St. Louis Catholic Church and a second pops 

concert in conjunction with Howard County General Hospital’s “Heroes in Health Care” 

fundraiser.  The Columbia Jazz Band’s season included two ticketed concerts, two outdoor 

concerts at the Chrysalis in Merriweather Park at Symphony 

Woods, and concert on the Columbia Lakefront.  It also performed 

at a jazz festival in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. 

During its orchestral concert series, the Columbia 

Orchestra, under Jason Love’s direction, performed programs 

featuring traditional masterpieces that audiences would have 

otherwise had to travel to Baltimore or Washington to hear.  

Programs included Ludwig van Beethoven’s beloved Symphony 

No. 7, Ottorino Respighi’s thrilling Pines of Rome (complete with 

brass in the Rouse Theatre balcony), and Gustav Mahler’s dramatic 

Symphony No. 1.  Each program included one such well-known 

masterpiece complemented by an equally enjoyable work by a 

lesser-known contemporary composer.  For example, the Pines of Rome concert also included 

Chinese composer Zhou Long’s exciting and percussive work The Rhyme of Taigu, and the 

Mahler concert included Antrópolis, Mexican composer Gabriela Ortiz’s tribute to the dance 

halls of Mexico City. 

In addition, the concerts featured marvelous soloists in virtuosic concertos.  At the 

February concert, violinist Sheng-Tsung Wang and cellist Char Prescott performed Johannes 

Brahms’ Double Concerto for Violin and Cello.  Wang is the 

Associate Concertmaster of the “President’s Own” Marine Chamber 

Orchestra, and Prescott is the principal cellist in the same ensemble.  

A highlight of the season was flutist Julietta Curenton providing the 

world-premiere performance with the Orchestra of James Lee III’s 

Niiji Memories.  An educator, soloist, and chamber musician, Ms. 

Curenton is the Assistant Professor of Flute at Shenandoah 

Conservatory in Winchester, Virginia, and she has soloed with the 

Baltimore and National Symphonies among other orchestras.  

Composer James Lee III’s works have been performed by the 

Baltimore Symphony, the Detroit Symphony, National Symphony, 

and many other orchestras.  His concerto Niiji Memories was inspired by elements of the 

indigenous / Native American history of North America. 

Provide the community with high- quality 
musical performances of orchestral works, 

chamber music, jazz, and beyond 
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Maestro Jason Love 

Music Director of 

The Columbia Orchestra 

Much of the recent success of the Columbia 

Orchestra is attributable to the untiring 

efforts of Music Director, Jason Love.  

Now in his twenty-third year as Music 

Director, he has been praised for his 

“intelligent and innovative program-

ming” by the Baltimore Sun, which also 

observed  that  “Love  has  the  musicians 

playing not only with verve and passion, but with an awareness to 

enter into the emotional core of the works they perform.” Maestro 

Love was the 2013 Winner of the American Prize for Orchestral 

Programming, a past winner of the “Howie” Award, which 

recognizes achievement in the arts in Howard County, and the 

2017 winner of the Peabody Award for Contributions to Music in 

Maryland. 

Love was Artistic Director of the Greater Baltimore Youth 

Orchestras (now the Baltimore Symphony Youth Orchestras) for 

thirteen years, and Music Director of the New Horizons Chamber 

Ensemble, a new-music group, for five years. He has guest 

conducted a wide variety of ensembles including the Baltimore 

Symphony, Washington Sinfonietta, Hopkins Chamber Orchestra, 

Bismarck-Mandan Symphony, Maryland Classic Youth Chamber 

Orchestra, and RUCKUS, a contemporary music ensemble at the 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County, where he taught 

conducting for seven years. 

As a cellist Mr. Love has performed a wide array of concertos with 

orchestras, including the North Carolina premiere of Tan Dun’s 

multi-media work, The Map, and the U.S. Premier of Guillaume 

Connesson’s Cello Concerto. His many chamber recitals include 

work with the Columbia Orchestra Piano Trio. A highly respected 

educator, Mr. Love also served as conductor of the Repertory 

Orchestra of the Chesapeake Youth Symphony in Annapolis, MD, 

for four years and served on the faculty of the Governor’s School 

of North Carolina for eleven years, where he taught Twentieth-

Century music, philosophy, and other subjects to academically 

gifted high school students.  He has adjudicated and guest-

conducted music festivals around the country. 

Perhaps most illustri-

ous of Maestro Love’s 

programming philosophy 

was the December orchestral 

concert.  The concert opened 

with Ralph Vaughan 

Williams’ Fantasia on a 

Theme by Thomas Tallis, an 

early Twentieth Century 

work scored for string 

orchestra that is based on the 

melody and harmonies of a 

hymn by English Renais-

sance composer Thomas 

Tallis.  The concert’s second 

half presented Gustav 

Holst’s symphonic suite The 

Planets, which depicts the 

astrological sides of these 

solar system bodies, starting 

with the hammering 5/4 

rhythms of “Mars, the 

Bringer of War” and ending 

with the ethereal sounds of 

“Neptune, the Mystic.”  In 

between the Vaughan 

Williams and the Holst 

compositions, Maestro Love 

programmed a truly unique 

work, Reena Esmail’s Meri 

Sakhi Ki Avaaz (My Sister’s 

Voice).  Although born in 

Chicago in 1983, composer 

Esmail conveys the music of 

India in many of her works.  

Meri Sakhi Ki Avaaz is 

scored for orchestra and two 

soloists:  a soprano and a Hindustani vocalist.  For the Columbia Orchestra’s performance, the 

soprano was Leah Inger, whose career spans opera, musical theater, and concert appearances 

with major orchestras.  Shaily Pal, the Hindustani vocalist, is a young singer who has dual 

training in both Western and Eastern classical music, which led her to work with the 

composer of the work.  The composition features the interplay between these two vocal 

soloists in a musical story of crossing cultures. 

One of the Columbia Orchestra’s most popular programs each season is its Symphonic 

Pops concert.  This year’s concerts on the afternoon and evening of March 13, 2022, provided a 

typical mix of lighter classical works, music from the cinema and theater, and popular 

selections.  Excerpts from Bizet’s Carmen contrasted with music from James Bond films and a 
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The Columbia Orchestra onstage at the Merriweather Post Pavilion for 

Howard County General Hospital’s Heroes in Health Care concert 

 
Cynthia Renée, vocalist at 

the Pops Concert 

medley of Paul Simon songs.  Vocalist Cynthia Renée, who has performed with major 

orchestras and theater productions, sang the R&B song Inseparable, the Billie Holiday song 

God Bless the Child, and the Aretha Franklin hit Chain of Fools.  Also 

on the program were selections from Bernstein’s West Side Story along 

with excepts from Darin Atwater’s South Side, Symphonic Dances.   

In December, the Orchestra presented its annual Family 

Holiday Concert, a performance that included Christmas carols, 

Hannukah songs, music from The Nutcracker (featuring young dancers 

from Dance Connections), the perennial favorite Sleigh Ride, and other 

family-friendly holiday selections.  Vocalist Jay Frisby, who acted and 

sang locally in Howard County prior to launching an international 

touring career, also performed on the program.  For those who were 

unable to attend this sold-out performance, the concert was live-streamed on the Orchestra’s 

YouTube channel, with the video ultimately receiving over 1,800 views. 

In June 2022, the Orchestra partnered for a second year with St. Louis Catholic Church 

in Clarksville, Maryland.  The musicians from the Orchestra accompanied the combined choirs 

of St. Louis and St. Francis of Assisi churches, soprano Colleen Daly, and baritone Timothy 

Mix in performance that was part of the St. Louis Concert Series.  The free event, titled A 

Concert for Peace, included Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem to recognize on-going 

efforts to seek peace 

in Ukraine and 

around the world.  

Other works includ-

ed Vaughan Wil-

liams’ Five Mystical 

Songs and music by 

English composers 

Gustav Holst and C. 

H. H. Parry. Also in 

June, the Orchestra 

partnered with the 

The Columbia Orchestra’s 2021-2022 Season Classical Concert Attendance 

 

Classical Orchestral Series 774 1183 150 2,107 

Pops Concerts 292 492 68 852 

Family Holiday Concert 460 - 172 632 

Prelude Pre-Concert Talks 19 135 0 154 

Other Educational Events 22 11 161 164 

Chamber Concerts 67 71 9 147 

Contracted Services (Note 1) Note 2 Note 2 Note 2 1,000 

Digital Streaming (YouTube) Note 2 Note 2 Note 2 6,649 

TOTAL    11,735 

          Notes:  (1) Contracted services were the St. Louis concert and the Hospital fundraiser.  Attendance estimated. 

                       (2) The adult/senior/student breakdown was not available for contracted services and streaming events 

           Program Type                   Adults          Seniors       Students            Total 
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Columbia Jazz Band Director 

 Fred Hughes 

 
The Jazz Band’s vocalists Matt Williams and 

Deborah Poole at its August 2021 Chrysalis concert 

Howard County General Hospital to perform a pops concert as part of the hospital’s “Heroes in 

Health Care” fundraising event to honor the heroic acts of the hospital staff during the COVID-

19 pandemic. The event was held at Columbia’s Merriweather Post Pavilion.  The Orchestra 

performed music by John Williams, Aretha Franklin, Billy Joel, and others.  The evening ended 

with fireworks while the orchestra played The Stars and Stripes Forever.   

In addition to its orchestral concerts, the Columbia Orchestra also presented a chamber 

concert at Glenelg United Methodist Church in April 2022.  Typically, three such concerts are 

presented each season, featuring ensembles consisting of members of the orchestra.  However, 

continuing pandemic constraints made it impossible to schedule more than one chamber concert 

late in the season.  This April concert featured members of the orchestra's string, woodwind, and 

brass sections in Robert Schumann's Piano Quintet, Florence Price's soulful First String Quartet, 

a brass trio by Francis Poulenc, and an entertaining new work by up-and-coming composer 

Brian Raphael Nabors.  Members from the Orchestra also performed chamber works in two 

informal performances for doctors and nurses at Howard 

County General Hospital during the week before 

Christmas. 

The Orchestra’s organizational partnership with 

the Columbia Jazz Band continued during the 2021-2022 

Season.  This partnership, which was established in 2016 

when the Jazz Band was brought under the Columbia 

Orchestra umbrella, allows the overall organization to 

present a jazz series in tandem with the Columbia 

Orchestra’s orchestral and chamber series.  The partner-

ship also allows the band to leverage the orchestra’s 

marketing, ticketing, and administrative services.  The 

Columbia Jazz Band is under the direction of jazz pianist, 

brass musician, and composer Fred Hughes, who previously was a pianist and soloist for the 

Jazz Ambassadors, was Assistant Director of Jazz Studies at Shepherd College, and is the 

author of the book “The Jazz Pianist: Left Hand Voicings and Chord Theory.”  Under his 

leadership, the Columbia Jazz Band has taken 

on more challenging works, including original 

charts instead of arrangements, and is 

increasing its level of excellence. 

During the season, the Columbia Jazz 

Band performed six concerts, reaching an 

estimated 1,430 individuals.  The Jazz Band’s 

season opened in August 2021 with a concert at 

the Chrysalis that included the favorites 

Moonlight Serenade by Glenn Miller, 

Gershwin’s Summertime, and Duke Ellington’s 

It Don’t Mean a Thing.  A second concert at the 

Chrysalis in May 2022 celebrated the music of 

the great Big Bands, including Count Basie, Woody Herman, and others.  The season 

concluded with a free concert at the Columbia Lakefront as part of the Columbia Festival of 

the Arts.  In addition, the band presented two ticketed concerts.  The first was a Veteran’s Day 
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The Columbia Jazz Band performs in 

May 2022 at the Chrysalis 

Musical Tribute to the USO in November and the 

second, in April, was a Salute to the Duke, which 

included Duke Ellington’s famous hits Take the A 

Train, Mood Indigo, and other favorites.  The 

Columbia Jazz Band was also invited to participate 

in the True Blue Jazz Festival in Rehoboth Beach, 

Delaware, in October. 

Prior to the pandemic, the Columbia 

Orchestra’s audiences expanded each year, with 

classical concerts, family concerts, educational pro-

grams, chamber music concerts, and jazz band 

performances reaching over 17,700 area residents during the record 2018-2019 Season. 

Unfortunately, since then, pandemic-related constraints have resulted in fewer performances 

and smaller audiences.  While the Orchestra was successful in reaching 85% of its pre-

pandemic attendance for its four classical orchestral concerts during the 2021-2022 Season, 

the inability to schedule other events – particularly educational activities for youth because of 

the lack of vaccines for small children – limited the Orchestra from maintaining its full pre-

pandemic reach.  Nevertheless, as pandemic constraints continue to be relaxed in late 2022 

and beyond, it is expected that the Columbia Orchestra and the Columbia Jazz Band will 

again be able to engage with a growing portion of the Howard County Community.  Further-

more, digital programs recorded and posted on the Orchestra’s YouTube channel were seen 

by over 6,500 viewers during the season and remain available for free to the Orchestra’s 

patrons and new audiences, allowing individuals who are unable or hesitant to attend the 

Orchestra’s live concerts the opportunity to view programs via digital streaming. 

The ability of the organization to reach its audience members has been facilitated by 

the Orchestra’s electronic and social media presence.  The orchestra’s website: 

www.columbiaorchestra.org 

presents a professional face for the organization, it continues to attract new visitors, and it 

serves as the primary avenue for concert ticket sales. The orchestra has a Facebook page that 

continues to draw fans, with 1,662 followers (an increase of 320), and an Instagram presence 

that has grown to 621 followers.  In addition, with growing digital content, the Orchestra’s 

YouTube channel now has 351 subscribers. Other electronic media tools used by the orchestra 

include Twitter and Constant Contact.  On its part, the Jazz Band maintains its own webpage: 

www.ColumbiaJazzBand.org 

and has a Facebook page with 362 followers.  Returning audiences and the large number of 

viewers of streaming events clearly demonstrate that the Columbia Orchestra and Columbia 

Jazz Band have become part of the cultural life of Howard County. 

  

 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/
http://www.columbiajazzband.org/
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A teaching artist providing violin instruction at a 

local elementary school 

 

 

 

Classical music education is a key element of the Columbia Orchestra’s mission, and 

the introduction of classical music and the instruments of the orchestra to young people is a 

primary part of that educational element. Although the Orchestra was unable to present many 

of its usual live educational concerts and activities during the 2021-2022 Season because of 

continuing pandemic constraints, it did use the opportunity to introduce new educational 

initiatives, which it plans to continue in future years. The orchestra’s educational program 

during the season was supported in part by a grant from the Northrop Grumman Employees 

Charity Organization (ECHO). 

 

Usually, one of the highlights of the Orchestra’s educational program is its annual 

Young People’s Concerts each spring.  However, until late in the season the orchestra 

required that its audience members be vaccinated (in addition to wearing masks), and at the 

time of the planned Young People’s Concert, children under 5 years of age were unable to 

receive vaccinations.  Hence, this concert could not be held.   

 

The Orchestra also typically partners with the Howard County Public School System 

to bring a high-quality symphonic orchestra concert to third-grade students during the school 

day to introduce them to the instruments of the orchestra and to convey the joy of classical 

music.  This program was also precluded by continuing pandemic concerns.  However, as an 

alternative, the orchestra posted a link to the Orchestra’s 2017 In-School Concert on its 

website and YouTube channel, where it has now been viewed more than 1,700 times.  The 

plan is to resume both the Young People’s Concert and the in-school concert next season. 

 

In the past, small chamber groups of six-to-ten members of the orchestra provided 

informal “Meet the Instruments” concerts at Howard County preschools.  The goal of these 

short concerts was to promote an early interest in classical music among the youngest 

members of the community.  This program was also not possible this year because of the 

pandemic.  However, a recorded video of the 

program made during the previous season was 

available on the Orchestra’s website, where it was 

viewed 174 times during the season.  The live 

programs are expected to resume next season with  

the focus being on performances at local libraries 

and Head Start facilities. 

 

While the aforementioned educational 

activities were not possible during the 2021-2022 

Season, the Orchestra was able to introduce a new 

initiative late in the season.  The Orchestra 

provided teaching artists to two Title 1 schools in 

Howard County (Running Brook Elementary 

School and Steven’s Forest Elementary School).  

These professional musicians offered individual 

and group instruction to string instrument students 

Provide musical resources tailored to the needs of 
students, teachers, and educational institutions 
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2020 Young Artist Competition 

Senior String Division Winner 

Miyabi Henriksen, who performed 

at the Orchestra’s May concert 

 

 Bill Scanlan Murphy 

who did not have the benefit of a teacher with a string background.  The Orchestra intends to 

expand this program next season by increasing the number of schools served and the number 

of children reached.   

 

In the past, the Orchestra has provided a valuable performance experience for older 

youth through its Young Artist Competition, which exposed students to the competition 

process, provided constructive feedback on their 

performances, and gave the winners the opportunity to 

perform with the Orchestra on its Spring concerts.  However, 

the winners of the 2020 competition were unable to perform 

in either 2020 or 2021 because of concert cancellations.  

Instead, they performed on concerts during the 2021-2022 

Season.  During the Orchestra’s Symphonic Pops concerts in 

March 2022, Ryan Li, a sophomore at Marriotts Ridge High 

School performed the opening movement of Samuel 

Barber’s Violin Concerto; and Gianna Baker, a sophomore at 

Howard High School, performed the opening movement of 

Carl Reinecke’s Flute Concerto.  Amy Whang, a senior at 

Glenelg High School, performed Charles Tomlinson Griffes 

Poem for Flute and Orchestra; and Miyabi Henriksen, now a 

high-school graduate, performed Camille Saint-Saëns 

Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso for violin and orchestra 

at the Orchestra’s final classical orchestral concert in May. 

 

The Orchestra’s educational activities were not aimed exclusively toward children; 

they extended to adult members of the community as well.  An example were the free pre-

concert lectures presented by music historian Bill Scanlan Murphy in the Wilde Lake Mini-

Theater an hour prior to each of the classical orchestral concerts, where he provided his 

unique insights into the lives and works of the composers featured 

on that evening’s concert.  These talks were supplemented by 

remarks and demonstrations that Music Director Jason Love 

presented from the stage prior to several of the major works this 

season.  In addition, the orchestra held an open rehearsal prior to its 

May concert during which the 26 attendees were provided with 

insight into not only the works being performed but also show how 

an orchestra prepares for concerts. 

  

The Orchestra has encouraged the younger members of the 

community to attend the Orchestra’s performances by providing 

special offers through its partnerships with Howard County Public 

Schools, regional youth orchestras, local music stores, and area 

music instructors.  This season the program was expanded with a new initiative where 

complimentary tickets to the Orchestra’s classical concerts were provided to outstanding 

music students who attend Howard County Title 1 schools and their families who might not 

otherwise have the opportunity to attend concerts.  This program is expected to continue next 

season. 



– 10 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Columbia Chamber Orchestra 
 

 

 

  

The Columbia Orchestra began in the fall of 1977 when a handful of local string play-

ers began performing classical music as the Columbia Chamber Orchestra. A primary goal 

then, as it is now, was for adult amateur instrumentalists to experience the joy of classical 

music performance. Now, 45 years later, the Columbia Orchestra is a full symphony 

orchestra, with up to 100 musicians 

participating during a typical year in full-

orchestra concerts, chamber music perfor-

mances, and educational activities. Classical 

orchestral concert programs range from well-

known masterworks to cutting-edge composi-

tions, exposing many of the musicians to 

repertoire with which they were previously 

unfamiliar. Free chamber concerts also give the 

orchestra’s members the opportunity to perform 

chamber works by Schumann, Stravinsky, Brahms, Poulenc and 

others on a more intimate level with a small group of fellow 

musicians.  With the addition of the Jazz Band to the overall 

organization, players who enjoy performing a range of jazz styles 

are given a similar outlet within the overall Orchestra and Jazz 

Band organization.   

The challenging repertoire and diverse performing 

opportunities offered by the Orchestra and Jazz Band attract 

some of the most skilled musicians in Howard and surrounding counties, and ongoing 

auditions have raised the quality of both ensembles.  The members of the Columbia Orchestra 

and Columbia Jazz Band volunteer not only their time for rehearsals and concerts but also 

hours of practice between rehearsals. These musicians include individuals from all walks of 

life: doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers, 

and others who work in the local 

community. They come together to 

rehearse once a week, forgetting their day 

jobs for two-and-a-half hours to create the 

harmony of a musical ensemble – either a 

symphony orchestra or a jazz band.  

Former Howard County Executive Jim 

Robey, while introducing the Orchestra in 

2006, provided a characterization that still 

stands and that applies equally well to the 

Jazz Band.  He stated: “This is our 

orchestra, our county’s orchestra. When you hear them, it’s hard to believe that these people 

aren’t professional musicians, but people from all walks of life who simply enjoy making 

music.”  

Provide local musicians with an opportunity 
to explore and perform great music 
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Artistic – Columbia Orchestra 
• Returned to the Jim Rouse Theatre in October 2022 for the first concert with an 

audience at the concert hall since February 2020 
• Performed cornerstones of the orchestral repertoire, including Beethoven’s 7th 

Symphony, Gustav Holst’s The Planets, Ottorino Respighi’s Pines of Rome, and Gustav 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 1 

• Performed the world premiere of James Lee III’s Niiji Memories, which was 
commissioned by the Orchestra and performed by flutist Julietta Curenton 

• Introduced audiences to new works, including Reena Esmail’s Meria Sakhi Ki Avaaz (My 
Sister’s Voice), Zhou Long’s The Rhyme of Taigu, and Gabriela Ortiz’s Antropolis 

• Featured guest artists including soprano Leah Inger, Hindustani vocalist Shaily Pal, cellist 
Char Prescott, violinist Sheng-Tsung Wang, and vocalists Jay Frisby and Cynthia Renee  

• Performed a Pops Concert at Merriweather Post Pavilion as part of Howard County 
General Hospital’s “Heroes in Health Care” fundraiser 

• Resumed the Family Holiday Concert in December 2021 with a concert featuring 
Dance Connections 

• Resumed the Chamber Series with one concert in April 2022 featuring members of the 
Orchestra performing works by Brian Raphael Nabors, Francis Poulenc, and Florence 
Price  

• Partnered with St. Louis Church in Clarksville for a free choral concert featuring Vaughan 
Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem, along with music by Gustav Holst and C. H. H. Parry 

• Recorded and provided virtual access to four new classical concerts and a livestream of 
the Family Holiday Concert, as well as additional virtual content that received over 
5,000 views  

 

Artistic – Columbia Jazz Band 
• Returned to Slayton House in November 2021 for the first indoor concert since 

November 2019 
• Performed a Veterans Day concert: A Musical Tribute to the USO at Slayton House and 

A Salute to the Duke at Wilde Lake Interfaith Center  
• Presented outdoor concerts at the Columbia Lakefront and the Chrysalis, as well as at 

the True Blue Jazz Festival in Rehoboth, DE 
 

Administrative 
• Worked with strategic planning consultant Erica Hawley McKee toward developing a 

new multi-year strategic plan 
• Obtained $91,593 in new funding in FY21 from the Shuttered Venue Operators grant, 

an MSAC professional development grant, and a new corporate sponsor (AARP)  
• Increased donations from individuals who were not members of the Board or the 

ensembles by 30%, including the donation of the first vehicle to the Orchestra  
• Despite fluctuating positivity rates of COVID-19, 76% of subscribers from FY20 renewed 

in FY22 (306)  
• Finished the season with a surplus despite smaller audiences due to continuing 

COVID-19 concerns 
 

A Season of Success While Rebuilding Audiences 
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Financial Summary and Partnerships 

 Despite the challenge of rebuilding audiences in the face of a persistent pandemic, the 

Columbia Orchestra continued to operate on a solid financial basis during the 2021-2022 

Season (Fiscal Year 2022). Total income was $344,826, thanks to a very generous pandemic-

related grant from the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Shuttered Venue Operators Grant 

(SVOG) program.  Moreover, donations from audience members and other patrons increased 

by 30% over FY21.  Hence, despite an 18% reduction in classical and pops concert ticket 

sales compared to the record 2018-2019 pre-pandemic season, the Orchestra was still able to 

end the season in the black.   

 

 
The following tables compare actual income and expenses for the season to the 

original approved budget of $277,029.  Note that this budget was developed and approved by 

the board in June 2021, before the Orchestra had received the $88,093 SVOG.  Hence, some 

income and expense items differed significantly from the original plan.  The most obvious 

differences with respect to income were the additional funds from the SVOG on the 

Government Grants line and the reduced income (and spending) associated with the inability 

of the Orchestra to hold a planned fundraiser when pandemic restrictions precluded it.  On the 

expense side, the SVOG allowed the purchase of video recording equipment (under 

Administrative Expenses), which allowed the Orchestra to stream its concerts to patrons who 

were not comfortable returning to the concert hall.  The SVOG also funded operators for the 

video equipment (included under Concert Expenses), additional advertising in an attempt to 

coax individuals back to the concert hall, and the introduction of the visiting artists program 

under the Orchestra’s music education activities, none of which had been planned in the initial 

budget.  The Orchestra ended the season with a slight surplus, which was add to its cash 

reserves. 

 

FY22 Income and Expenses 
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 FY22 Financial Summary – Income 

 

 

 

                    Note:  1 – Includes $88,093 from the U.S. SBA SVO COVID Grant 

FY22 Financial Summary – Expenses 

 

 

In addition to U.S. Small Business Administration providing the one-time Shuttered 

Venue Operators Grant, two other government granting organizations were significant in 

helping the orchestra financially during the 2021-2022 Season:  the Howard County Arts 

Council and the Maryland State Arts Council.  The Howard County Arts Council provided 

grants totaling $46,702, which consisted of a $40,985 general operating grant and a $5,717 

Rouse Theatre Subsidy.  The Maryland State Arts Council provided a total of $22,348, 

consisting of a $20,348 general operating grant plus a $2,000 Professional Development 

Grant.  The latter helped fund a consultant for the Orchestra’s strategic planning activities.  

Additional foundation grants were provided by the Community Foundation of Howard County 

and the Rouse Company Foundation.  The Orchestra also received funding from the Maryland 

Charity Campaign.  All of these funding sources were key in providing the operating funds 

that the orchestra required to continue to operate during the 2021-2022 Season. 

While government, arts council, and foundation grants covered nearly 50 percent of 

the orchestra’s operating expenses during the 2021-2022 Season, corporate donations were 

also critical.  A significant corporate grant was provided by Baltimore Washington Financial 

Advisors as the Season Sponsor.  In addition, the Northrop Grumman Employees Charity 

Organization (ECHO) provided funds that supported elements of the Orchestra’s Education 

Program; the Elville Center for the Creative Arts sponsored the soloist at the Orchestra’s 

Family Holiday Concert; and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), iNovex, 

and Vertical Connection/Carpet One each sponsored an orchestra concert. Matching grants 

from various local companies also provided additional support for the orchestra’s general 

Donations (Individual, Corporate, Foundation) 108,912 100,764 

Government Grants 67,908 157,1441 

Admissions 76,559 67,882 

Fundraisers & Merchandise 4,650 36 

Program Underwriting 3,000 3,000 

Contracted Services 16,000 16,000 

Personnel 144,970 165,837 

Concert Expenses 61,932 69,512 

Marketing & Advertising 25,924 29,089 

Administrative Expenses 25,987 57,078 

Rehearsal Space 14,966 16,276 

Fundraising 1,800 643 

Educational Activities 1,450 3,696 

Increased Cash Reserve 0 2,695 

                                                           Total:            277,029                    344,826 

                                                                                     Budget                   Actual 

                                                                Total:           277,029                  344,826 

                                                                                 Budget                       Actual 
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operation.  The accompanying table summarizes the support from corporate and business 

sponsors for the season. 

Corporate Sponsors for Columbia Orchestra Programs 

During the previous season, the Orchestra also established a relationship with the 

Charitable Adult Rides & Services (CARS) organization, which allows the Orchestra to 

accept donations of cars and other vehicles.  CARS handles the vehicle pickup, sale, and all 

associated paperwork, and it then provides money from the sale (minus a modest fee) to the 

Orchestra.  During the 2021-2022 Season, the Orchestra received its first vehicle donation 

through this program, which realized an additional $4,456 contribution to the organization. 

 

 

Sponsor Event Sponsored 

Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors Season Sponsor 

Northrop Grumman ECHO Columbia Orchestra Education Program 

Elville Center for the Creative Arts Soloist for December Family Holiday Concert 

The Vertical Connection/Carpet One March 2022 Symphonic Pops Concert 

iNovex October 2021 Classical Concert 

American Association of Retired Persons May 2022 Classical Concert 

Donations to the Columbia Orchestra are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  The Columbia 
Orchestra is registered as a 501(c)(3) organization with the office of the Maryland Secretary of State.  This 

registration does not imply endorsement by the Secretary of State of any solicitation by the Columbia Orchestra. 

 

Major Financial Sponsors 
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To supplement concert admissions and govern-

ment and corporate support, the Columbia Orchestra 

and Jazz Band, as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, 

turned to donations from members of the orchestra, 

band, and the community to provide additional funds 

for its season. A record total of $82,604 was raised 

through such individual donations, a 4 percent increase 

from FY21.  Orchestra, band, and Board of Directors 

members also donated hours of their own time to 

ensure quality programs and smooth operation of the 

orchestra throughout the season.   

With a projected annual budget of more than 

$328,800 for next season, the Board of Directors is 

continuing to work with existing partners and to 

aggressively pursue new corporate and foundation 

sponsors for FY23. 

Finally, the orchestra participated in a formal 

financial review by the independent accounting firm 

Grasmeier Business Consulting, which objectively 

evaluated the Orchestra’s fiscal soundness and 

increased the organization’s credibility with funding 

organizations. 

 
 

AMC Theaters 
BA Auto Care 

Baltimore Museum of Industry 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 

BarkBox 

Barnes and Noble 

The Beacon Newspapers 

BJ Brewhouse 

Bmore Licks, Canton 

Candlelight Concert Society 

Center Stage 

Cheesecake Factory 

Chesapeake Shakespeare Company 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Chutney Restaurant 

Clark’s Elioak Farm 

Columbia Festival of the Arts 

Columbia Pro Cantare 

Cured / 18th & 21st 

Dance Connections, Inc. 

David’s Natural Market 

Facci Ristorante 

The Gathering Place 

Glenelg United Methodist Church 

Howard Community College 

Howard County Concert Odyssey 

Howard County Tourism Council 

Howard Hospital Foundation 

Hunan Manor 

Iron Bridge Wine Company 

James Ferry Photography 

Jason Love and Company 

John Farrell, Reg. Piano Technician 

Kings Contrivance Restaurant 

La Palapa Too 

Leelynn’s Dining Room & Lounge 

Lib’s Grill 

Maggiano’s Restaurant 

Merriweather Post Pavilion 

Mike’s Music 

National Aquarium 

Olney Dinner Theater 

Rentech Solutions 

REP Stage 

Rudy’s Mediterranean Grill 

Safeway, Harper’s Choice 

Sagamore Distillery 

Seasons 52 

Sergio’s Fine Jewelers 

Shriver Hall Concert Series 

Smyth Jewelers 

Stanford Grill 

The Yoga Center of Columbia 

Toby’s Dinner Theatre 

The Turn House 

The Walrus Oyster & Ale House 

Waverly Woods Golf Course 

WBJC-FM 

Wegmans 

 
 

AARP 

Amazon Smile 

Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors 

Community Foundation of Howard County 

Elville Center for the Creative Arts 

GoodSearch.com 

Homelight 

Howard County Arts Council 

Howard County Government 

Inner Arbor Trust 

Maryland State Arts Council 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Rouse Company Foundation 

U.S. Small Business Administration 

Vertical Connection/Carpet One 

In-Kind Donors (FY20 - FY22) 

Sponsors & Strategic Partners 
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Valerie Coleman, composer of 

Umoja: Anthem of Unity 

 
Bo Li will be cello soloist in 

Anne Clyne’s DANCE 

Looking Ahead 
  

With pandemic concerns slowly fading, the Columbia Orchestra is planning for its 

2022-2023 Season, its 45th Season, to be back to the usual mix of classical, pops, and family 

concerts at Rouse Theatre, along with chamber 

and jazz performances, supplemented by 

streaming capability for patrons who remain 

uncomfortable returning to the concert hall.  

But before that, the season will open with a 

new Classical Sampler concert at the Chrysalis 

on September 11, 2022.  This free outdoor 

concert will offer a family-friendly collection 

of famous classical music – short works and 

movements from symphonies – that will 

engage even the less experienced classical concert-goer and may attract new audience 

members to classical music.  The remainder of the season continues in Rouse Theatre with 

Claude Debussy’s well-known La Mer in October, Sergei Prokofiev’s dramatic and moving 

music from Romeo and Juliet in December, Johannes Brahms’ profound Symphony No. 1 in 

February, and in May, Aaron Copland’s Symphony No. 3, the final movement of which is 

based on his famous Fanfare for the Common Man. 

As usual, Maestro Love will supplement these classical masterpieces with shorter 

works by younger composers, including Anna Clyne’s lyrical DANCE, Brazilian-American 

composer Clarice Assad’s Latin-infused Bonecos de Olinda, and 

the stirring Umoja: Anthem of Unity by composer Valerie 

Coleman.  The Season will also include Carlos Simon’s Portrait 

of a Queen, which traces the evolution of black people in 

America through the dramatic spoken words of a black woman, 

as narrated by actor and vocalist Kay-Megan Washington.  Other 

soloists during the season will 

include Baltimore Symphony cellist 

Bo Li in the Anne Clyne work, 

soprano Marlissa Hudson singing 

Richard Strauss’ moving Four Last Songs, and the U.S. Marine 

Band’s principal pianist AnnaMaria Mottola performing 

Gershwin’s popular Rhapsody in Blue. 

The four classical orchestral concerts will be comple-

mented by a Family Holiday Concert on December 17, 2022, and a 

Symphonic Pops Concert on March 18, 2023.  The former will 

include Christmas carols, highlights from The Nutcracker with dancers from Dance 

Connections, Hanukkah Songs, and other family-friendly favorites.  The latter will feature 

works from Broadway and the Silver Screen, along with other popular favorites.  A second 

Symphonic Pops Concert is also tentatively planned for June 2023 at the Chrysalis at 

Columbia’s Symphony Woods.  In the past, this free concert has drawn an audience of 

thousands.  In addition, the Orchestra plans to again participate in the St. Louis Concert Series 

with the combined choirs of St. Louis and St. Francis of Assisi in June 2023.  In addition, a 
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The story of “Peter and the Wolf” will be told 

by Narrator Greg Jukes, Dance Connections, 

and the Orchestra in April 2023 

chamber music concert featuring members of the 

orchestra is planned for March 5 at Glenelg 

United Methodist Church. 

As part of its music education efforts, the 

Orchestra will present its popular Young People’s 

Concerts in April 2023, partnering again with 

Dance Connections and narrator Greg Jukes, to 

present a program that includes Prokofiev's 

immortal Peter and the Wolf, and music from 

Tchaikovsky's Sleeping Beauty and the movie 

Encanto.  Planned educational activities also 

include the return of the Orchestra’s in-school 

concerts for third-grade students in partnership 

with the Howard County Public School System.  The concert offers an interactive 

performance by the full symphony orchestra.  In addition, the Orchestra’s visiting artist 

program is expected to continue, with professional musicians visiting Title 1 schools to offer 

individual and group instruction to string instrument students who do not have the benefit of a 

teacher with a string background. 

While the Columbia Jazz Band’s 2022-2023 Season is still in the formative stage, 

some events are already scheduled.  Two ticketed concerts are planned to be held at the Wilde 

Lake Interfaith Center in Columbia.  The first 

will be a Veterans Day concert on 

November 11, 2022, with music and songs to 

celebrate U.S. veterans.  The second concert, 

on January 27, 2023, is titled “Who is Oliver 

Nelson.  It will feature music from this unsung 

saxophonist, bandleader, and composers who 

was the mastermind behind one of the most 

significant recordings of the 1960s jazz era.  

The Jazz Band will also be participating in the True Blue Jazz Festival in Rehoboth Beach in 

October and will be performing at the Charlestown Senior Living Community in May 2023.  

Other concerts will be announced later in the season. 

Administratively, the 2022-2023 season will bring exciting changes.  The Columbia 

Orchestra is in the final stages of completing a new Strategic Plan, which will guide the 

organization as it pursues new initiatives during the upcoming season and beyond.  The 

completed plan is expected to focus on three primary areas:  Audience Development, 

Community Impact, and Education.  Elements of the strategic planning process have already 

influenced the Orchestra’s education program with the introduction of visits by musician 

artists to Title 1 schools.  Ideas resulting from the planning process also led to the introduction 

of the free Classical concert at the Chrysalis in September 2022. 

The other major administrative change for the upcoming season will be the hiring of a 

new Executive Director as Katherine Keefe steps down to pursue new challenges after 

10 years of incredible leadership in the job.  We are pleased to announce that our new 

Executive Director will be Berta Sabrio, who was previously the Deputy Director of the 

National Association of Pastoral Musicians.  She brings her nonprofit business knowledge and 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2022-2023 Season 

Melissa Sandlin, President 

Audrey Johnson, Vice President 

Bruce Kuehne, Secretary 

Elaine Newhall, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Berman 

Robert Carpenter 

Naomi Chang-Zajic 

Kendall Hayman 

Ilana Heintz 

Sonia Kurian 

Kimberly McMahon 

Barbara Russell 

Dami Soh Schlobohm 

Anne Ward 

George H. Wilson 

John Zontek 
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her interpersonal, relationship-building, and 

communications skills to the Columbia 

Orchestra organization. 

 Finally, the orchestra will continue to 

promote its Encore Society, which allows 

individuals to leave a long-term legacy 

donation to the organization.  

As the Columbia Orchestra enters its 

new season, it can benefit from the 

assistance of members of the community.  If 

you would like to help the Columbia 

Orchestra or Columbia Jazz Band meet its 

future goals (or even if you would like 

to simply volunteer a few hours of your 

time) please contact us by calling 

410-465-8777 or by sending an e-mail 

through the “volunteer” link on our website:   

www.columbiaorchestra.org. 

The growth and success of the 

Columbia Orchestra over the past decade 

have been phenomenal.  During that time, 

the operating budget has increased by more 

than 50 percent, and the Orchestra and Jazz 

Band (prior to the pandemic) reached a total 

combined audience of more than 17,700 

individuals annually.  The Columbia Orches-

tra has been hailed as “a pillar of the local 

arts community” by The Washington Post, 

and it was voted the 2020 Best Performing 

Arts Group in Howard Magazine’s Annual 

“Best of” Competition.  As it enters its 45th 

Season, the Columbia Orchestra continues to 

be “Your Community’s Music,” with the 

goal of Building Community through Music. 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/


 

 
The Columbia Orchestra at Jim Rouse Theatre 

La Mer:  October 15, 2022, 7:30 pm 

  Bo Li, cello 

 Revueltas:  Night of Enchantment  –  Clyne:  Dance  –  Debussy: La Mer 

 Ravel:  Alborada del gracioso 

Romeo and Juliet:  December 3, 2022, 7:30 pm 

  Holly Jenkins, violin  

 Assad:  Bonecos de Olinda  –  Tchaikovsky:  Violin Concerto 

 Prokofiev:  Highlights from Romeo and Juliet 

Family Holiday Concert:  December 17, 2022, 10:30 am & 1:00 pm 

Diverse holiday music for the whole family, with Dances Connections  

Brahms, Strauss, and Simon:  February 4, 2023, 7:30 pm 

  Marlissa Hudson, soprano / Kay-Megan Washington, narrator  

 Simon:  Portrait of a Queen –  Strauss:  Four Last Songs  –  Brahms:  Symphony No. 1 

Symphonic Pops:  March 18, 2023, 7:30 pm 
 Favorites from Broadway, the Silver Screen, and light classical music 

Young People's Concert:  April 15, 2023, 10:30 am / 1:00 pm 
  Greg Jukes, narrator 

 “Peter and the Wolf” with Dance Connections 

Rhapsody in Blue:  May 20, 2023, 7:30 pm 

  AnnaMaria Mottola, piano 

 Coleman:  Umoja: Anthem of Unity  –  Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue 

 Copland: Symphony No. 3 

Free Concerts by the Columbia Orchestra in the Community 

Classics at the Chrysalis:  September 18, 2022, 5:00 pm 
 A light sampler of short classical favorites and symphonic movements for all to enjoy 

Chamber Concert at Glenelg United Methodist Church:  March 5, 2023, 3:00 pm 
 Members of the Orchestra perform classics and new works in a beautiful intimate setting 

The Columbia Orchestra at St. Louis Catholic Church:  June 11, 2023, Time TBA 
 Program TBA 

Pops at the Chrysalis at Symphony Woods:  June 2023 (date and time TBA) 
 Symphonic pops favorites for the whole family at the Chrysalis 

Columbia Jazz Band Concerts 

True Blue Jazz:  October 15, 2022, 2:30 pm 

 Part of the True Blue Jazz Festival at the Rehoboth Beach Fire Department 

Veterans Day Concert:  November 11, 2022, 7:30 pm 
 Concert in honor of Veteran’s Day at Wilde Lake Interfaith Center in Columbia 

Winter Concert:  Who is Oliver Nelson:  January 27, 2023, 7:30 pm 
 Music of the unsung saxophonist, bandleader and conductor from the 1960s jazz era, at 

 Wilde Lake Interfaith Center in Columbia 

More details coming soon at www.columbiaorchestra.org 

Columbia Orchestra & Jazz Band 2022-2023 Season 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/

